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Young King Henry of England invades France in order to claim his right to a kingdom and to the
daughter of the King of France in this second film adaptation of the Shakespeare play. Henry's small
but embattled army meet the French forces on the field of Agincourt. King Henry V of England is
insulted by the King of France. As a result, he leads his army into battle against France. Along the
way, the young king must struggle with the sinking morale of his troops and his own inner doubts.
The war culminates at the bloody Battle of Agincourt. Excellent return to Shakespeare's young King
Henry with 28 year old Branagh perfectly filling the shoes Olivier tried so hard to fill 40 plus years
before. Branagh, who also directed, brings the film to life with exciting battle scenes, a first rate
supporting cast that features the fine Shakespearean veteran Jacobi as the Chorus. Also with Holm,
Bannen, the always reliable Brian Blessed and Emma Thompson. The story is better told and moves
about at a much better pace than previous Shakespeare films. Branagh started an incredible trend
with this film. (Much Ado About Nothing, Hamlet, Othello) He was Oscar nominated as Actor and
Director for his work here. The film won for Costuming. I saw this movie with a great deal of
anticipation. After all, I loved the play and enjoyed Lawrence Olivier's rendition, but, after two
viewings, I can easily say that Henry V is another overrated film. What Shakespeare wrote in his
scripts does NOT help when making a movie. Next time, the producers should hire someone with a
little more creative insight as Kenneth Branagh has none. Watching Mary Shelley's Frankenstein
secured my stance on that.

The cast, given the Shakespearean nature of the play, is superb. That's about the only compliment I
can give. Kudos to the casting director! Every other aspect from the editing to the cinematography
and use of color is underdone. How dissappointing. Even Alexander Nevsky is better than this.

Overall, not the best film from the Bard. For those wanting a "hip" retelling, stick with Romeo +
Juliet. I'll stick with reading the plays. 2 out of 5 stars. The cast - including Derek Jacobi as the
modern-dress chorus, Paul Scofield, Judi Dench, Ian Holm, Emma Thompson, and Robbie Coltrane in
an effective cameo as Falstaff - is uniformly fine without any grandstanding. Are now confined two
mighty monarchies, a5c7b9f00b 
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